
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 12, 2019 

 

Dear North County High School Families: 

 

I am writing you today to inform you about a social media post containing racist and vulgar language that students 

brought to our attention this morning and to implore you to have a very serious conversation with your child about 

this matter. 

 

This morning we were made aware by several students of the post, which contains a photo of a student displaying 

her middle finger. On the photo were three lines of text, one of which contained an expletive and a racial slur. The 

second line contained the name of our school and the third contained a string of letters that did not form a word.  

 

We immediately alerted our School Resource Officer and began an investigation. At this point in our investigation, 

we have determined the identities of several students who we believe are involved in some way in this matter. 

Regardless of how many steps were involved in the creation of this post or how it got online, the sentiments 

expressed in that will not be tolerated at North County High School. This language and these mindsets have no 

place in our school or in any school. While we, unfortunately, cannot control the creation or the posting of this 

unacceptable material, we do have a choice as to how we react.  

 

I want to be clear: We will take appropriate action with regard to any student found to be involved in this matter. As 

this is clearly a case of bias behavior, identified students and their parents will be required to attend our school 

system’s Bias-Motivated Behavioral Program.  

 

Of course, that, in and of itself, will not solve this issue. We will continue to address issues regarding bias and hate-

filled speech against anyone or any group as they come to our attention here at school, but these mindsets and 

actions, in many cases, originate outside of our building. That is where we need the help of everyone connected to 

our students. The adults in our community must also be involved in these conversations, and I am asking you to do 

just that with your child. In addition to discussing why the use of words such as the one in this post are unacceptable 

in any setting, please have a heartfelt discussion about kindness and acceptance. They are the mindsets we need to 

cultivate, and they are the mindsets that leave no room for hate-filled statements like the one at the center of this 

issue.  

 

I also want to remind you that misuse of electronic devices and engaging in actions that can be defined as bullying, 

cyberbullying, and harassment are all violations of our Code of Student Conduct. I urge you to monitor your child’s 

electronic devices, including social media accounts, on a regular basis. 

 

Our school team – and, I am confident, the majority of our students – will continue to find ways to champion 

kindness, acceptance, and inclusion. I ask you to help us in that effort. 

 

  Sincerely, 

 

  Eric Jefferson 

  Principal 
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